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The Journal! The Editorial 
Board!

Who Will Care?!

What’s NEW?! Global Value?!

Know …



Knowledge to field
• Problem/challenge being 

addressed/solved?
• Gaps being filled?

Cutting-edge method?
• Need for it?
• State-of-the-art? If not, why not?
• How it improves current approach?

Recommendations
• For research?
• For practice?

Perspective
• Not previously considered/published
• Different stakeholder?

What’s NEW i.e. NOVEL …



 Novelty statement
 Even for review articles

 Since most recently published 
papers, globally
 Consider:

 All journals
 All keywords
 Pre-print servers, eg

 Forensic Science Research 
Network

 Various stakeholder perspectives

What’s NEW …

https://www.ssrn.com/index.cfm/en/forensicscirn/
https://www.ssrn.com/index.cfm/en/forensicscirn/


Who Will Care …
Investigators & 
crime analysts

Researchers 
& academics

Forensic 
scientists

Legal 
professionals

Educators & 
trainers

Who are you writing for?
 Write specifically for them

Write from readers’ 
perspective
 Concise for expert readers 
 References for non-experts

 Bespoke to journal
 Re-write manuscript if re-

submitting



The Journal …

Relevant fields/topics of interest for Editor & readers

Readership



The Journal …
Readers

Size or scope of study



Original Research 
Papers (Regular 

Papers)
• Original research 

with larger 
datasets/variables 
(may have word 
limits)

• Novel contribution 
with sound method

• Ethical approval

Short 
Communications

• Original research 
with smaller datasets 
(may have lower 
word limits)

• Novel contribution 
with sound method

• Eg preliminary 
studies & proof-of-
concept studies

Technical Notes

• Advances in 
methods, procedures 
or technology

• Describe technical 
aspects of a problem 
or discipline

Case 
Studies/Reports

• Critical evaluation of 
case

• Must have 
new/important 
learning outcomes to 
advance field

• Legal consent 
needed & case 
resolved (not 
ongoing)

Review articles

• Should have a 
method section 
(even if not a 
systematic review)

• Must have critical 
review not just 
summarise published 
studies

• Must have novel 
contribution(s) to 
field

Professional Practice 
Reports

• Innovative application 
of professional practice

• Highlight important 
lessons to be learnt

• Eg policy change, 
collaborative working, 
development quality 
standards

Rapid 
Communications

• Urgent need to get 
material out (word 
limits usually)

• Rarely used in our 
sector

• Editor assesses if 
‘rapid’ or not

Commentaries

• Inc. professional 
commentaries (may 
have word limits)

• Eg perspective on hot 
topic or emerging field

Correspondence 
(Letters to Editor)

• Responses to previous 
publications

• Original authors can 
comment/respond

• Editor can reject



The Journal …
Follow ALL these



Global Value … Region

Jurisdiction

Discipline

 Use cited literature to explain 
& critically discuss your 
study beyond your …



Interpreting p-values cannot tell you 
the strength/size of statistical 
significance…
you must calculate, interpret & discuss the effect size 
or probabilistic index for statistically significant results



Why is your work worth publishing?

Need to explain clearly to international experts 
who peer-review



Editorial Board …
 Team of 22

 1 Editor-in-Chief
 3 Associate Editors
 18 Editorial Board Members

 Based in:
 13 UK
 3 Australia
 2 USA
 China, Italy, Spain, Switzerland

 Journal development & strategy
 Assess, handle & process articles
 Suggest others as reviewers



Editorial Board …

 Expand expertise
 Feed into journal 

development
 May formerly 

peer-review
 Can answer 

questions



Submit without 
ALL approvals

Submit to 
multiple journals

Ignore feedback

Reference using 
incorrect format

Overstate your 
conclusions

Get upset if 
rejected

Please don’t …
Ethical

Legal

Copyright

All authors

Immediate 
rejection

Editors & reviewers

Annoys reviewer & 
causes problems for 

you later

Likely rejected

Cannot publish 
everything

Angers reviewers & 
similar feedback, or 

desk rejection 



Thank you!
Any questions?

Scan QR code for my contact details 
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